CHAPTER VI
MUHAMMADAN FESTIVALS AND SUPERSTITIONS
THE three Muhammadan festivals which come
under the notice of the Europeans are the
Ramazan, the Muharram, and the Buqr'Id (Buck-
reed). The first, the Ramazan, is a fast. The
second, the Muharram, is a memorial function to
commemorate a death. The third is a feast, and
the most important of all the feasts properly so,
called. It is the feast of sacrifice.
The Buqr'Id commemorates the sacrifice of
Ishmael. The Muhammadans believe that Abra-
ham was ordered by God to offer up Ishmael,
the son of Hagar. He proceeded to carry out
the divine command, but was unable to cut his
son's throat
"It is through pity and compassion for me
that you allow the knife to miss," said Ishmael
" Blindfold yourself and then sacrifice me."
Abraham followed his directions, drew the knife
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